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NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL VALLEY VILLAGE, AGENDA
November 19, 2008 6:30 PM
Colfax Elementary School Auditorium
11724 Addison Street, Valley Village, CA, 91607

‘The public is requested to fill oul & “Speaker Card” to address the Board on any item of the agenda prior to the Board taking action on: an jtem. Comments from the public on Agenda
items will be heard only when the respective itemn is being considered. Comments from the publio on ofher matters nat appearing on the Agenda that is within the Board's subject matter
jurisdiction will be heard during the Public Comment period. Public comment is limited to 2 minufes per speaker, unless waived by the presiding officer of the Board. Agenda is posted
for public review at: Colfax Elementary School, 11724 Addison Strecl, Vatley Village 91607, Shaarey Zedek Congregation, 12800 Chandler Bivd, Valley Village 91607, Bast Valley
Senior Center, 5000 Cotfax Ave., Valley Village 91601, Sogo Nursery, 12126 Burbank Boulevard, Valley Village 91607, Marie &t Cie, 11704 Riverside Drive, Valley Villags 91667, 7-11
5343 Laurel Canyon Boulevard, Valley Village 91697, North Hollywood Library, 5211 Tujunga Avenue, North HoHywood, 91601, Newspaper (Daily News and Sun), NCVV website.
As a covered enlity under Title 11 of thie Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminato on the basis of disability and upon request, wilt provide reasonable
accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, servies, and activilies. Sign language interpreters, assistive lstening devices, or other auxiliary aids and/or services may be
provided upon request. To ensure availability of services, please make your request at least 3 business days prior to the meeting-you wish fo atiend by comacting the Department of
Neighborhiood Bmpowerment Preject Coordinator, Tanedn K. Larios, at taneda.Jarios@lacity.org,

L.\/Z/ Call to Order, Rell Call, Agenda Distribution, and Welcoming Remarks ~ Ms, Hatfield
. Approval of October Minutes — Ms, Apple
,/j - Introduction of Guests — Ms, Hatfield
;/{ Public Comment on Agenda Items (limited to 2 minutes per speaker, and speaker must fill out a speaker card)
V{ Finance Report — Mr, Hatfield
. Instani Run Off Voting — Gautam Dutta, New America Foundation per Ms. Hatfield

. Financial Disclosure for NC Board Members — Ms, Hatfield

Motion to adopt position on financial disclosure
m/{ NBC Universal Town Hall Meeting Update — Mr, Sacher
véf Ad Hoc Subcommittee on SBI818 — Mr, Hatfield, Ms, Oberg and Mr. Bate
Mation to amend the height requirements of the Valley Village Specific Plan
Ao. Standing }n{nmittee Reports —
+City Services — Mr, Gauthier
rojects - Ms, Lewis
lanning and Land Use — Mr. O’ Connor
» Comimunications -- Mr, Stokes
L~ Hlections — Ms. Hatfield
g/ 2010 Election
4 2 Valley Village CERT Class Update - Ms, Apple
Reminder December Board Meeling Date Change

13. Future Agenda Items . :

14. Public Comment -- Comments from the-public on non-agenda items within the Board's subject matter jurisdiction
«15, Vice President’s Closing Comments and Adjournment

Next NCVV Board Meeting — December 17, 2008

Process for Reconsideralion — e Board may reconsider aud eunend ifs action on ltents iisted on the agenda If that reconsideration takes place iomtediately following the original action or af the vext regular
meeting. The Board , on eithier of these two days, sholl: (1) Make a Motion for Reconsideration and, {f approved, (2} hear the matter and Take ant Actlon. If the mofion to réconsider an actlon is ta be scheduled af the
Ywext meeling following the original action, then two fems shatl be Placed on the agenda for that meeting: (1) A Metion for Reconsideratlon on the described matter and (2) @ {Proposed] dction should the motion jo
< reconsider be approved. Amotion for reconslderation can only be made by a Board metnber who has previousty voied on the prevailing side of the originai action taken. If @ motion for reconsideration is not made on
the date the action was laker, then a Board miember oi the prevailing side of thé action must submit a memorandwn fo the Secrefary kizntifying the maiter fo be reconsidered and n bricf desceiptlon of the reason(s) for
_requesting reconsideration af the next regulor meeting. The aforesold shall alf be In compfiance with the Brown Aer,



Nelghborhood Councl! Valley Village
Board Meeting
November 19, 2008

Draft

Agenda ltem 1 - Call to Order, Roll Call, Agenda Distribution and Welcoming Remarks -
Ms. Hatfield = Ms. Hatfield called the meeting fo order at 6:45 and asked speakers fill out
a speaker card and please imit their comments to fwo minutes. She reminded the
audience that the meeting would be conducted under the Brown Act and within the
guidelines of Robert's Rules of Order,

The roll was called. Board members present were: Dorothy Apple, residential
homeowner: Beth Fulton, education based; Ginny Hatfield, senior based; Paul Halfield, at
large; Suzanne Lewis, residential renter; Andrew Sdacher, business owner; Dave Bate, ai-
large; Mark Woersching, community based; Philip Schaeffer, student representative;
Richard Gauthier, business owner; Dr. Joshua Levy, faith based; Steven Stokes, residential
renter,

Board members excused were: Tony Braswell, residential renter; Tom Paterson, residential
renter; Greg O'Connor, residential homeowner; Lory Oberg, residential homeowner.

Agenda ltem 2 - Approval of October Minutes - The minutes were approved by a vote of
9-0-0.

Agendda ltem 3 - Vice President's Comments, Infroduction of Guesis - A representative
from Mr. Weiss’s office, Maithew Schupbach was pleased to announce that the City
Council approved the DNA rape kit test backlog. There are now funds available to hire
criminalists in the crime lab to test each kit and clear the backlog. Regarding the
residential floor arec request for Valley Village, we are in touch with Ms. Greuel's oftice
about the language in the motion and we will have more information for us in the next
few weeks. He asked for a copy of our Mansionization Survey, Mr. Braswell will forward a
copy to Mr, Weiss's office. Regarding the gunshots fired on Hortense Street, Sergeant
Delgado went oul to the scene and did not find any evidence of gunshots fired. This item
is still under investigation. Mr. Schupbach spoke with the Bureau of Sireet Lighting and
found out that the DWP is currently installing the wiring for the lights; they will be up and
running shorily. Lastly, we have funds in our general councit funds that can go towards
neighborhood projects and community events, Please feel free 1o contact our office to
see if we can help in any way. Mr. Hatfield asked if we could get some parking
restrictions on Hortense Sireet to help with the problems they are having in their pocket.
Mr. Schupbach will work together with Mr, Roosevelt on trying to get parking restrictions
in this area.

Tom Hester, aresident at 11558 Addison Street and Kathy McCloskey, a resident ot 11638
Addison Street gave a presentation on a project they are undertaking called “Tree
Wishes," a Community Tree Planting Project. They are contacting residents between
Hesby and Morrison streets and Colfax and Westpark avenues to see if they would like
trees planted in their parkways. Trees would be obtained through the City of Los Angeles,
Department of Public Works Bureau of Street Sanitations, from their approved list of frees.
They will send us a copy of this project that we can post on the website and send out to
our email contacts. Once they have completed the planting in this areaq, they plan on
undertaking the same project in other parts of Valley Village. Dianne Handmaker, o




pe

resident at 4904 Agnes Avenue asked if this project was available for residences with
sidewatks only. The response was “no” it is for dll residences in Vailey Village.

Agenda ltem 4 - Public Comment on Agenda items - Shali Lee, a resident at 11613
Hortense Street expressed her concerns regarding crime in the neighborhood and the
length of time it is faking to have the street lights, that the residents paid for, working.

Ms. McCloskey asked when the sound wall along the 170 Freeway is going to be
nstalled? Ms. Hatfield let us know that with the passing of Measure R, Assemblymember
Mike Feuer has written the Metropolitan Transit Authority to move forward on funding
long overdue freeway sound walls in the Valley Village area. Specifically, those planned
for the 170 freeway through Valiey Village included in Sound Wall Project Package 11.

Agenda ltem 5 — Finance Report ~ Mr. Hatfield - Year fo date we have spent about
$20,000; we have approximately another $10,000 outstanding that needs to be paid.

Mr. Hatfield proposed a motion to move some funds to other accounts. Motion: to move
$2,000 from the Executive Discretionary Fund fo the Oufreach Fund and move $1,500
from the Board fund to the Oulreach fund fo cover the invoices and corporafe
specialties pertaining fo the purchase of outreach materials. Motion is approved 11-0-0,
We supplied the equestrian group for the Fourth of July Parade. The expense was $500
less than we anficipated. Motion: fo move $500 from the Fourth of July fund to the Valley
Village Anniversary Fund to cover expenses. A total of $1,436 for the Anniversary Party,
this included the Business Directory printing. Motion approved 11-0-0,

Ms. Hatfield asked if the Valiey Vilage Homeowners Association would be willing 1o split
the costs of timming the plants at the Valley Village Gateway sign, Mr. Sanchez said that
they would be willing to contribute funds. Ms. Leslie Owens, a resident at 12155 Blix Street
said that the Depariment of Public Works does this for us for free and that she had
contacted them a few months back o fim the plants. Ms. Hatfield said she was told we
need to mdintain the island., Ms. Owens said that we are only responsible to maintain the

sigh and would give us the phone number for the department that handles this type of
work,

Agenda ltem 6 — [nstant Run Off Voting - Guatum Dutta, New. American Foundation per
Ms. Hatfield - The New American Foundation is a public policy institute, also known as a
think tank. Their job is to look into ways to make government more efficient, effective and
accountable. Mr. Dutta gave a presentation on Instant Runoff Voting. IRV elects ieaders
with a majority of the popular vole in a single election, therefore eliminating the need for
runoff elections. Voters rank their favorite candidates in their order of preference - first,
second and third. If a candidate has a majorily of first choice rankings, then he or she
wins. If no candidate has a majority of first choice rankings, the instant runoff begins. The
candidate with the least suppoert is eliminated. Voters who ranked that candidate now
have their vote count for the second choice, and dll ballots recounted. The candidate
with a majority of the vote wins. Instant Runoff Voling will save Los Angeles taxpayers $8-9
million each election by avoiding a May runoff election in the event that one is needed.

Agendda ltem 8- NBC Universal Town Hall Meeting Update — Mr, Sacher - Mr, Sacher gave
an update on the developments proposed for Lankershim Bivd, and Victory Blvd.,
Lankershim Blvd. and Chandier Blvd. and Universal Station. This latest meeling focused
primarily on the Universal City Station development. The area Universal Studios is frying to
develop is on pubilic land and the proposed area that it would cover is approximately 1.7
million square feet of production and office space, possibly a hotel and two (2} office




towers that would be approximately three hundred seventy {370) feet in height. This is an
unusualy farge project for such a small piece of land. NCVV is supporiing o group that is
trying to reduce the size of this proposed project and possible move some buildings to
the Universal Studios lot,

Ms, Dinkin, a resident at 11750 Hesby Street asked if there is anything we can do to help
stop or at the very least reduce this development. Mr. Sacher replied that we should
send any concerms and/or objections to Mr. John Forman, the City Planner on this
project. You can contact him via email or USPS, There will be a formal presentation on
this project at our January meeting and NCVV will fake a position on this development.

Agenda ltem 7 - Financlal Disclosure for NC Board Members — Ms. Hatfleld ~

Mofion to adopt position on financial disclosure ~ The proposed moftions for financic
disclosure by neighborhood council board members from BONC are: Motion 1:The

BONC recommends the implementation of system-wide, mandatory conflict of interest
ethics training for ali Neighborhood Councils, with repercussions and consequences fo
individual board members who are in non-compliance, the specifics of which will be
deliberaled, determined and made public at a later date, Motion 2: The BONC
recommends that Neighborhood Council board members who open a Neighborhood
Council File (NCF}, be required to submit a modified Form 52 financial disclosure

document that details information of their own, as well as their spouse or registered
domestic partner’s current or past employment, and any gitts, real estate holdings or
business interests that may periain only to the Neighborhood Council File in question.

Ms. Hatfield suggested that we adopt the recommended BONC motions.

The board feels we need more time fo review forms 52 and 53 before voting on either of
their motions and have chosen to adopt our own maotion.

Motion: We believe in mandatory ethics fraining with reasonable sanctions. The reason  gi_~#
being as citizen volunteers in a non-law making capacity and the fact that-we are A &‘)
already required to disclose any conflict of interest on any motion befpre us, we th

be exempt from filling out any financial disclosure forms. Mr. Gauthier seconded{kib\

motion. Motion approved 11-0-0.

Agenda Item 9 ~Ad Hoc Subcommiitee on SB 1818 - Mr. Halfield, Ms, Oberg and Mr. Bate
Motion to amend the helght requirements of the Valley Village Specific Plan -

Mr. Hatfield gave o brief description of $8 1818 for the audience not familiar with bill. SB
1818 overrides the Valley Vilage specific plan. In our specific plan there is a height limit
on multi-residential buildings of thirty-six {36} feet and single-family residences of thirty (30)
feet. The ad hoc subcommiittee is proposing an amendment to our Valley Village
specific plan reducing the height limit currently in the plan.

Motion: that NCVYV adopt the following resolution: WHEREAS, Valley Village is a
predominantly single-family neighborhood; WHEREAS, The Valley Vitlage Specific Plan
currently limits one-family buildings fo a maximum height of thirty {30) feef, and permits
multiple-family buildings up to thirty-six {36) feet in height; WHEREAS, a height limit of
twenty-six (26) feet is sufficient fo permit construction of multi-family and single- farmily
buildings consistent with the character of Valtey Village as currently established; and
WHEREAS, equdlization of the maximum height of one-family and multi-family buitdings
permitted under the Valley Viliage Specific Pian is necessary and desirable to preserve
the character of Valley Village as presently established by ensuring that all multi-famity
housing to be built in Valley Village remains consistent with the character of Valley
Village as so established, NCVV hereby adopts the following resolution: RESOLVED, that
the Los Angeles City Council fake all necessary steps forthwith to promptly amend




Section 6.B.1.a of the Valley Village Specific Plan, Ordinance No. 168,613, effective April
4, 1993, fo read as follows: * No building shall exceed twenty-six (26) feet in height.”

Mr. Bate let us know that the amendment process is the same process for amending any
other city ordinance, the one risk is when you ask the cily council fo amend an
ordinance, theoretically they can amend any part of the ordinance. This particular
motion is only asking for one small amendment to the ordinance that is to change the
maximum height restrictions for both single-family and multi-family buildings to twenty-six
{26) feet. Ms. Fullon asked if there was any dialogue during the process of writing the
amendment to address the downside to changing the building height restrictions? In
particular buiidings that may be at risk o a developer thal may now have fo utilize

SB 1818 in order to get a thirty {30) foot building? If we lower the height limit we may be
forcing builders to utilize SB 1818, Mr, Hatfield said that was a very good question and
they did not address that possibility. Ms. Fulton suggested we should take an inventory of
properiies af risk of being developed as SB 1818 projects. This is someihing that City
Services Commitiee is working on, but will take time to compile the list of properties.

Ms, Dinkin, former president of the Valley Viliage, HOA asked why we are changing the
height limit. Mr. Hatfield explained that with SB 1818 projects, a building could be up to
forty-five {45) feet in height, Ms. Owens asked why we could not have a thirty (30} foot
height limit for both single and mulfi-family buildings, After much discussion between
board members regarding this motion Mr. Hatfield withdrew the motion until we could
discuss the ramifications of the motion at further length.

Agenda ltem 10 - Standing Committee Reports - City Services — Mr. Gauthier = Mr,
Gauthier is working on a project to develop an infrastructure/zoning map of ail of the
parcels in Valley Village that may be at risk of development on the main traffic corridors
in Valley Village, Burbank Bivd., Chandler Bivd., Magnolia Bivd,, Riverside Drive, Whitsett
Avenue, Laurel Canyon Blvd. and Colfax Avenue. We want to be prepared when a
developer wants to develop a property on how it will affect our infrastructure, sewer, .
electrical, fraffic, etc,

Mr. Schmidkie, a resident at 5451 Morella Avenue asked whom he should contact to
have vegetation immed away from STOP signs. Mr. Gauthier said he should contact the
Department of Street Services or 311.

Agenda liem 10 - Standing Commitiee Reporls — Projects - Ms, Lewis - Ms. Lewis gave an
update on our Anniversary Party in September, She gave all board members copies of
the directory 1o pass cut fo residents. The directory should be online on our website
shortiy. On October 19 we planted about fifty (50} trees in Valley Village Park, Ms. Lewis
has a list of people that want 1o be involved in the Disaster Preparedness Committee thai
City Services is working on.

Agenda ltem 10 - Standing Committee Reports ~ Planning and Land Use - Mr. O'Connor -
Ms, Fulton reported that we did not have a quorum at our last meeting and therefore no
molions were passed. We did discuss the problem of lighting at the Public Storage Facility
on Laurel Canyon. Jim Dantona is having someone from Building and Safety come out to
measure the light overflow issue on the residences behind the building,

Mr. Woersching asked if Mr. Dantona had an updaie on the Masionization Motion that
we passed in August 2008. He did not have an update for us at this fime.

Agenda ltem 10 - Standing Commiltee Reports - Communications = Mr. Stokes ~ Mr,
Stokes took over the website in January 2008, At this ime there were three (3} major
projects being worked on. The Neighborhood Waich page, a photograph history and




a data base collection page. These projects were patd for in the spring and are now
completed, We currently have four (4} pages of edits with the website waiting to be
completed. These items will be done as soon as they our receive payment,

Mr. Sanchez, former president if NCVYV said that he is bothered by the amount of money
that has been spent on the website. He is disappointed with the service and quality of
work from our website manager and thinks we should look into finding a different
company to host the website.

Agenda ltem 10 - Standing Commiltee Reports - Elections - Ms, Hatfield, 2010 Election -
NO update at this time.

Agenda item 11 - Valley Village CERT Class Update ~ Ms, Apple - We are irying to
schedule another class to start in March, which will be a five {5) week course. We will
have more information at our next meeting in January.

Agenda ltem 12 - Reminder December Board Meefing Date Change - The next NCVV
board meeting in December 17, 2008

Agenda ltem 13 - Future Agenda ltems ~ Mr. Hatfield said that Br. Rosemarie White
would like to make a presentation on behalf of the Sierra Club about things we can do
to cut down on poliution locally. Mr. Woersching asked that we address the danger of
our billboards being converted to flashing digital billbboards and possibly making o
change to our Specific Plan to prohibit conversions of current billboards in Valley Village.
Dr. Levy asked that we have a discussion on Neighborhood Walch and crime in Valiey
Village. Ms. Apple let the board know that Tim Saito, Neighborhood Prosecutor and/or
Officer Mike Lewis from the LAPD will be speaking at our December board meeting.

Agenda ltem 14 - Public Comment - Comments from the Public on Non-Agenda items
within the Board's subject matter Jurisdiction -

Agenda ltem 15 - Vice President's Closing Comments and Adjournment - Mr. Bate made
a motion to adjourn the meeting, motion was seconded and passed, Ms. Haifield
thanked dall in attendance and adjourned the meeting.




