                                     Minutes - Board Meeting, Neighborhood Council - Valley Village
	  		 	                    2-26-2026
1.   Roll Call
  Twelve Board Members were in attendance:  Tony Braswell, Donald Grant, Alice Hart, Ginny Hatfield,
  Danny Jordan, Suzanne Lewis, John Moser, Diana Salman, Deepak Singh Sahni, Natalie Svider, Maribel
  Ulloa-Garcia and Marc Woersching. 
 
2.   Approval of Board Minutes
  Approval of the minutes for January 28, 2026 was continued to the March Board meeting.  

3.   Public Comment
 
  Michael Friedman spoke regarding 5417 Whitsett.   The issue is a tent structure that occupies the  
  parking lot, resulting in no parking spaces being available and parking spilling out into the neighborhood.
  The tent has not been removed despite being told it will be taken down after the end of the pandemic.
  Ben Kwok of C.D. 2 is looking into it.  Ben also reported that a notice to comply has been issued by the
  building inspector.  No follow up information has been received. Tiffiny is back at the C.D. 2 office and  
  should speed things up.    

4.   Financial Report - Tony Braswell for Sandy Hubbard

  For January a total of $1,879.94 was spent with a remaining balance of $11,563.12 and net available
  balance of $10,636.34.  The January Financial Report was approved by a vote of 13-0-2.  

5.   Reports From City, County and State Officials

  Ben Kwok of C.D.2 stated that a Coyote Mating Forum is scheduled for March 18.  The cleanup of the
  encampment at Magnolia and Whitsett was not posted by law and is being rescheduled March 6.  A
  resolution to support A.B. 476 & A.B. 1941 by Assemblyman Gonzalez as been introduced at the City
  Council. A.B. 476 increased the penalty for purchasing illegally obtained copper wire.  A.B. 1941 would
  enact stronger penalties for copper wire theft rings.  The cost of the damages from wire theft is much
  greater than the cost of the wire itself.   Assemblyman Gonzalez likes the Council resolution’s value
  assessment.  Alice Hart asked whether there could be a property tax reduction for the reduction in the
  time that street lights are on.  Donald Grant thought that we should coordinate with other neighbor-
  hood councils.  Maribel Ulloa-Garcia commented that coyotes are taking over a property with over    
  grown back yards due to the owner being away for about a half a year.  Ben Kwok responded that
  overgrown lawns are a Code violation.  Suzanne Lewis noted that this is a problem in other Valley
  communities.   

6.   Elections and Bylaws Committee - Donald Grant

  Suzanne Lewis introduced the Committee which consists of Donald Grant, Ginny Hatfield and Sandy
  Hubbard.   Donald Grant presented the Committee’s recommendations for revising the Bylaws.  The
  revisions consist of three tiers, in order to determine the significance of the revisions and decide on
  them.  Tier 1 is for the minor revisions involving grammar, punctuation and formatting corrections.  
  Tier 2 is for clarity, consistency and modernization and Tier 3 is for content and policy changes.   Tony
  Braswell agreed with the Committee’s approach.   Our standard policy has been to have a 30 day
 comment period but it is not legally required.   Deepak Singh Sahni would like to propose changes as to
 who is registered and qualified to vote.
  The Tier 1 changes approved by the Board are:
   Page 3, Education Based Seat
    Change “stakeholders” to “Stakeholders”, Change “a” to “an”.
   Page 3, Community Based Organization Seat
    Change “community based” to “community-based”.
   Page 4, Quorum
    Change “officers and” to “officers”.
   
 The Tier 2 changes approved by the Board are:
    Page 3 - Education Based Seat 
                   Change “at least eighteen (18) years of age” to “eighteen (18) years of age or older”.
    Page 3 - Community Based Organization 
                   Change “at least eighteen (18) years of age” to “eighteen (18) years of age or older”.
    Page 3 - At-Large Stakeholder Seat
                   Change “At-Large Stakeholder seat - B(1) – Open to Stakeholders at least eighteen (18) years of
                   age  within the boundaries of Valley Village” to “ Community Interest Stakeholder Seat – B (1)
                    -Same eligibility as At-Large Seat A.”
    Page 3 - Business Seat
                    Change “Business Seat - B(1) – Open to Stakeholders at least eighteen (18) years of age who
                    work at or own a business or business property within the boundaries of Valley Village” to “
                    Business seat – B (1) -Same eligibility as Business Seat A.”
     Page 3 -  Homeowner Seats
                     Change “Homeowner Seats – B (2) – Open to Stakeholders at least eighteen (18) years of age 
                     who own a residence within the boundaries of Valley Village” to “Homeowner Seats – B (2) 
                     -Same eligibility as Homeowner Seats A.”
     Page 3 -  Residential Renters 
                     Change “Residential Renters - B (2) Open to Stakeholders at least eighteen (18) years of age 
                     or older who rent a residence within the boundaries of Valley Village” to “Residential Renters
                      – B (2) -Same eligibility as Residential Renters Seat A.”
     Page 4     Section 2: Quorum
                      Change “Committees shall have a fixed Quorum number” to “Each Committee shall have a
                      defined quorum, as established in the Standing Rules”.  
     Page 4     Section 2: Quorum
                      Change “No action may be taken by any committee or by the Board in the absence of a
                       quorum ” to “No action may be taken by the Board or any committee in the absence of a
                       quorum”. 

                       Tony Baswell commented that Committee notes are adequate in lieu of formal minutes.

  The Tier 3 changes approved by the Board are:
     Page 3   -  Composition  
                       Add “Civic Organization Seats (5-Total)” under “Section 1: Composition“ in the
                       Recommended Column.
     Page 3      Change “At-Large Stakeholder Seat” to  “Community Interest Stakeholder Seat” in the
                       Recommended Column.    
     Page 9      Change “Current (page 9)” to “Recommended”.                       
                       Change “The Council shall direct that a system of outreach be instituted to inform
          Stakeholders as to the existence and activities of the Council, including its Board elections, to find
          future leaders of the Council, and to encourage all Stakeholders to seek leadership positions within
          the Council” to “The Council shall maintain a comprehensive outreach program that informs Stake-
          holders about Council activities and elections, cultivates future community leaders, and encourages
          broad participation in Council governance.  Outreach efforts shall be accessible, welcoming, and
          design to engage the full range of Stakeholders within Valley Village”. 

  Tony Braswell proposed voting on Tiers 1 & 2.  The vote was: The Tier 1 and Tier 2 recommendations
  were approved without objection.
  
  On Tier 3 there was discussion about filling vacant seats before elections, that a reduction from 180
  to 120 days might result in a Board member being appointed and then having to run for the Board
  two months later.    The Board voted 8-6-0 to retain the provision that a vacant seat is not to be
  filled where an election is scheduled to occur within 180 days of the date of a written application to 
  fill a vacant seat.  

  For Page 3, E in the Recommended column Ginny Hatfield favored changing “At Large Seat A”  to 
  “Community Interest Stakeholder”.  Tony Braswell responded that “At Large” is a better description for
  the seat and who qualities for it.  Ginny then proposed “Community Interest Organization” in order to
  not be confused with “Community Interest Stakeholder”.  Tony replied that the “At Large’ seat allows
  homeowners or renters to occupy that seat.  Donald Grant then proposed taking the “Community 
  Interest Stakeholder/Organization” vs. “At Large” issue back to the Bylaws Committee with a final vote 
  in March.  Sandy Hubbard moved and Suzanne Lewis seconded to approve what was approved tonight.
  The motion passed.
  
7.   Proposition G.  
  Due to technical problems, a presentation on the impact of Prop G. which expands the County Board          
  of Supervisors will be rescheduled to the March Board meeting.  
 
8.   Social Media Outreach
  Natalie Svider, Chair, Diana Salman and Deepak Singh Sahni will be on a committee to improve our
  social media outreach.

9.   Committee Reports

  Business Committee - John Moser
  A business roundtable to be chaired by Councilman Nazarian is scheduled for April 27.   Cards
  announcing the roundtable will be passed out.   Lists of businesses in Valley Village are being compiled.  
  Add “inaugural” to the announcement.  Suggestions on how to approach Gelsons, Ralphs and gas
  stations, etc. are needed. 

  Events and Outreach - Maribel Ulloa-Garcia
  Earth Day will be on Saturday, April 25. Volunteers are needed from 8 am to 9 pm.   A shredding truck
  and 50 trees will be provided.  Also, donations to the food pantry will be accepted.  People from other  
  communities can bring paper to the shredders.   Elected officials will be attending.   Signs will be posted
  on Friday at key sites.   Coffee With a Cop will be on March 7 at the Farmers Market.

  Student Committee - Carol Convey
  The Committee had a great discussion with the students.   Princeton Grant has been invited to join the  
  Student Committee.   Applications for the Committee are due after July 4.   Carol Convey moved and
  Ginny Hatfield seconded to approve the addition of Princeton Grant to the Student Committee.  The
  motion was unanimously approved by a show of hands.  Princeton Grant was sworn in by Suzanne
  Lewis.
  Sylvie Maltby reported an incident of students being beaten by men emerging from their car.  The
  incident was not shared with their parents.  The students were told to be quiet.   Tony Braswell will be
  putting the incident on the agenda for the March Board meeting.  Princeton Grant was not present at
  the meeting but heard about it from others.   Scott Schmerlson and a representative from C.D. 2 will
  be invited to the March Board meeting.

  City Services - Suzanne Lewis 
  The 15 street lights on Magnolia are still out.  The lights were repaired but the wires were stolen again.
  We are back to a 15 week wait list for repairs.   Assemblyman Gonzalez will be contacted regarding our
  support for his legislation to increase penalties for copper wire theft.  Dark lights make that section of
  Magnolia less safe.   There was a recent incident of a three year old toddler in Pasadena being chased
  by a coyote.  There is an upcoming meeting on community safety.   

  The plaque for the historic designation for the 15 trees at North Hollywood High has arrived.   The
  Committee is working with Ben Kwok of C.D. 2 on removing an encampment under a bridge.  The
  homeless man who lived next to the “white whale” residential building has moved to the 170 freeway
  underpass. The graffiti is back.

  Planning & Land Use - Sandy Hubbard
  A small lot subdivision at 12243 Riverside came back to the Committee for a second review.  The
  architecture of the second version was improved a lot with a wood sided traditional style and a light
  color shade, in contrast to the boxy modernist look of the original proposal.   At the last Committee
  meeting there was a presentation on a bikeway project planned for the Chandler median.  The
  Committee looked over the text for the update of the North Hollywood-Valley Village Community Plan
  with its very long list of goals.  On S.B. 79 the City is deciding on its approach for implementing S.B. 79.
  The City Council’s Planning Committee made a recommendation to the City Council.  The Planning
  staff was directed to notify single family home neighborhoods that would be impacted by S.B. 79.  Tony
  Braswell will prepare a sentence on S.B. 79, to respond to public inquiries.       
  
10.    VANC Report - Ginny Hatfield       
    
   The speaker at the VANC meeting, Susan Blake, was from the Valley Alliance, whose purpose is to raise
   standards of living, economic development, education and establish sustainable communities.  90% of
   Valley businesses are small businesses.   A second speaker, Robert Quan, is a political reform activist
   who has been monitoring the Charter reform process.   He thinks that the Charter reform effort could 
   have been done better.   There were late appointments and not all Commission members attend
   meetings.  The City Council’s deliberations on the Charter will be from April to June. The General 
   Manager of DONE is proposing no neighborhood council elections in 2027 in order to save money.   The
   current hybrid approach of in person and online voting would cost $950,000.  Our vote totals are going
   down, not up.

11.    Public/Board Comment       
   Maribel Ulloa-Garcia mentioned that those who are gathering signatures for the sales tax increase for
   the Fire Department are requiring people’s birth dates, which go too far.
