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MINUTES 

NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL VALLEY VILLAGE 

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
October 25, 2017  

7:00 PM – 9:00 PM    
Social Hall - Faith Presbyterian Church    

5000 Colfax Avenue, Valley Village, CA, 91607 
 

 

 

    

The meeting was called to order by Tony Braswell at 7:00 pm.  Board members present were Tony Braswell, Ginny 

Hatfield, Steven Stokes, Daryl Baskin, Alice Hart, Suzanne Lewis, Lisa Miller, Richard Davies, Richard Poole, Paulette 

Stokes, Jeff Walker and Marc Woersching.  Board members excused absent were Dorothy Apple, Glenn Block, Dale 

Liebowitz-Neglia.  NCVV Student Representatives Cole Walker and Zach Cruz were present.  The quorum for NCVV 

Board meetings is 8, which must include 3 members of the Executive Committee.  Mr. Poole left the meeting at 7:30pm, 

Ms. Stokes arrived at 7:35PM. 

 

No Board members stated a conflict of interest with any item on the meeting agenda. 

 

The minutes of the September 2017 NCVV Board meeting were reviewed and the Board voted 10-0-0 to approve.  The 

student representatives voted to approve the minutes.  Mr. Braswell did not vote.  

 

Public Comment:   There were no public comment cards submitted.   

 

Mr. Braswell and Ms. Hatfield acknowledged the 15th birthday of NCVV, which was chartered in October of 2002.  They 

gave a brief history of the Board, including statistics – over 70 elected Board members including 3 Presidents, 2 

Treasurers, 2 Vice Presidents, 4 Secretaries, over 100,000 hours of meetings and volunteer effort.  Special thanks was 

given to the NCVV Formation Committee which included Vice President Ginny Hatfield, former President Peter Sanchez, 

former Vice President Breice Reiner, former Parliamentarian Stuart Simen and former Board member Jody Hidey.  Cake 

was served.   

 

Officer John Antonelli introduced himself as our acting Senior Lead Officer.  He presented crime statistics for Valley 

Village/North Hollywood that included 9.2% increase in violent crime (57 year to date), 3% increase in property crime, 

and 33% increase in burglary.  Officer Antonelli stressed the importance of beefing up home security, including the value 

of a security system, a dog, and a RING doorbell.  He urged us not to ignore knocks at the door, as it might be someone 

check to see if the resident is home before entering illegally.  He also addressed the noise complaints at 5000 Bluebell 

Avenue, warrant has been served on the occupants.   

 

Officer Antonelli can be reached at 818-754-8470, or by email at 36968@lapdonline.org. 

 

Ms. Hatfield reviewed the Executive Committee report, including an overview of the October VANC meetings.   She 

confirmed that the City of Los Angeles will hold NC elections in 2019.  There was a discussion of the implications of this 

for currently elected Board.  It was clarified that all current Board terms will run until spring 2019.   Several members 

asked if those currently elected are required to serve through 2019?  The bylaws have a mechanism to fill seats that 
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become vacant, but any seat that is vacated within 6 months of the election date would remain vacant until that next 

election is held.   

 

Ms. Hatfield introduced Adalberto Dominguez (Beto), Vice Principal at North Hollywood High School.  He informed the 

Board that the school will host an event to help students apply for college financial aid (FAFSA), and are asking NCVV to 

help support the event and promote participation for DACA students.  The Board asked several questions about the 

proposed event.  Ms. Hatfield presented a motion from the Executive Committee to support the event by providing pizzas 

and water.  Motion:  NCVV will co-sponsor the February 8 FAFSA event at North Hollywood High School and provide 

up to $200 in refreshments.  The motion was approved 9-0-0 with both student representatives voting yes.   
 

Board Treasurer Steven Stokes presented the Finance reports for September.  Expenditures for the month totaled $239.05, 

and $34,212.39 remains in annual funding.  The Board voted 8-0-0 with both students voting yes to approve the 

September financial report.  Mr. Stokes then presented a request to re-budget $2000 from outreach to neighborhood 

purposes grants.  A motion was made by Mr. Davies and seconded by Ms. Miller to adjust the 2018 budget by 

transferring $2000 from Outreach to Neighborhood Purposes Grants.  The motion was approved 8-0-0 with both 

students voting yes.   
 

Mr. Stokes presented a motion from the Finance Committee to approve $250 to support the VANC Planning Forum at 

CBS Studios on November 9, 2017.  The motion was approved 8-1-0 (Ms. Miller opposed) and both students voted to 

support the motion.   Mr. Stokes then presented the new NC Financial Dashboard and encouraged all Board members and 

stakeholders to take advantage of the tool that relays financial performance in real time.   

 

Mr. Walker presented background on the City’s Franchise Service Provider (FSP) program that was implemented earlier 

in late 2016.  The program was approved in 2014 and intended to reduce costs and improve service for trash pickup in 

multi-family housing (apartments, condos, townhouses) and move toward the goal of zero waste.  He noted that there have 

been many complaints about the cost structure/rising costs, poor service, lack of feedback opportunities and overall lack 

of transparency in the process.  A motion was put forward that laid out NCVV’s position on the issue.  Mr. Braswell noted 

that concerns about the FSP program are a significant part of the calls and emails NCVV receives.  The Board discussed 

the motion presented.  A motion was made by Ms. Miller and seconded by Mr. Walker to amend the motion/position to 

add language that requests “the city eliminate this monopolistic program that prohibits competition and has resulted in 

reduced service and higher costs.”  The motion to amend the motion was approved 9-0-0 with both students voting yes.   

 

The amended motion was then considered by the Board.  The motion as presented and amended (see attached) was 

approved 9-0-0 with both students voting yes.  

 

Ms. Fugate reported on activities by the Council office.  She said DWP is still having problems with their billing system, 

and encouraged stakeholders who are having problems with their DWP bill to call for help.  The number is 800-342-5397.  

Ms. Betty Wong Oyama and Mr. Jose Galdamez advised the Board that Ms. Wong Oyama is our new Done 

representative.  Mr. Galdamez also gave an update on funding and the election.  No report from state or county 

representatives. 

 

The Community Plan Task Force - OURLA2040 - presentation by Mr. Block will be moved to November.  

 

Mr. Braswell presented the Planning and Land Use report on behalf of Ms. Liebowitz-Neglia.  Mr. Sean Nguyen present a 

project located at 5328 Agnes Avenue.  This is a single family R1 property being converted to four single lot subdivisions.  

The project as presented to PLU was not approved, concern was expressed by PLU members about the height and color 

scheme.  The project was referred to the Board without approval, and the owner was asked to lower the height by one full 

foot and lighten the color palate.  Mr. Nguyen presented changes to the project that addressed concerns of the Planning 

and Land Use Committee.  The new height is now 31’-11”, and a revised color scheme used lighter tones.  Mr. 

Woersching asked that the alternating colors be eliminated or softened to remove the “checkerboard” feel.  Mr. Nguyen 

was asked if the reduced 1’ in height came from the garage, he stated that it came from adjustments in ceiling height on 

habitable space.  Motion from Mr. Stokes and seconded by Ms. Hatfield to approve the revised project as presented.  

Motion approved 7-1-0 with both students voting affirmative.   
 

Ms. Hatfield reviewed Light Up Valley Village, and informed the Board that the permit process required by the city to 

close Whitsett at Magnolia for a street party would cause the event to exceed the budget.  She also advised the Board that 



 

other expenses should be anticipated.  This may cause a change in the scope of the event, we are waiting for feedback 

from the Council office before we finalize plans.  Assistance is still needed recruiting businesses.  We also need 

volunteers for the Trolley stops (hubs), we will need help at 3p to decorate the Trolleys, and we are still looking for a band 

or a DJ to play music at the Whitsett hub.  We have received permission to have the lights on at the post office.  Still 

looking for businesses to have tables and donate items for the goodie bags.   

 

Mr. Woersching said the Vision committee did not meet.  He and Mr. Braswell reported that the Council office has asked 

for the background information on preserving the trees at Magnolia and Colfax.  Charlie Parker’s report should provide 

that detail.  Mr. Woersching will follow up.  

 

Mr. Walker gave a brief overview of the Map Your Neighborhood Program and City Services Committee requested $200 

to purchase supplies for disaster preparedness kits to be used in conjunction with the Program.   That motion was 

approved 9-0-0 with both students voting yes.  

 

Ms. Lewis gave an overview of latest statistics from social media and website.  There will be a print newsletter going out 

in fourth quarter, will wait until we have final information on the Soundwalls before publishing.  

 

Ms. Hatfield noted that the window to amend bylaws is open.  She will submit bylaw amendments for NCVV. 

 

There were no Liaison reports.  Ms. Lewis reminded the Board and audience of our food drive through December 31.  

Drop off items at any Board or Committee meeting, Marie et Cie, Starbucks or Faith Presbyterian.   

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:12 pm.  

 

 

 

 


